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Glossary 
Table A1 Terms

Term Definition

Access Improvements The works that will be carried out to improve access along New Bridge 
Lane to the EfW CHP Facility and to include for the reopening of the 
highway over the disused March to Wisbech Railway. Also, to include a 
relocated access from Algores Way.

Algores Way Access 
Improvements 

The Access Improvements along Algores Way.

Applicant The party applying for the Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat 
and Power Facility Development Consent Order, in this case Medworth 
CHP Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of MVV Environment Ltd.

Business and Technical 
Clearance 

An internal Network Rail procedure to consult relevant business units 
and ascertain whether there are any internal business or technical 
objections to what is proposed.

CHP Connection The CHP connection from the EfW CHP Facility including the Steam 
Pipeline and any Private Wire Connections located within the CHP 
Connection Corridor. 

CHP Connection Corridor The corridor of land including the disused March to Wisbech Railway 
and land into the surrounding industrial estate through which the CHP 
Connection would be located. 

Development Consent Order 
(DCO)

The form of development consent granted by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to the 2008 Act to authorise a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project. A DCO can incorporate or remove the need for a 
range of consents which would otherwise be required for such a 
development. A DCO can also include rights of compulsory acquisition.

EfW CHP Facility The facility to which residual waste is delivered to be treated by means 
of controlled incineration to produce energy.

EfW CHP Facility Site The land upon which the EfW CHP Facility would be located.

Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)

A statutory process by which certain planned projects must be assessed 
before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the 
collection and consideration of environmental information, which fulfils 
the assessment requirements of the EIA Regulations, including the 
publication of an Environmental Statement.

Grid Connection The underground electrical connection to the National Electricity 
Transmission Network from the EfW CHP Facility via the Distribution 
Network Operator’s system located within the Grid Connection Corridor 
and including the Applicant’s Walsoken Substation.

Grid Connection Corridor The corridor of land through which the Grid Connection would be 
located.
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Term Definition

March to Wisbech Railway The disused railway between the towns of March and Wisbech. The land 
within the Order Limits remains an operational railway but the railway 
track and associated infrastructure require maintenance and upgrading 
prior to the reintroduction of services.

Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP)

Large energy and infrastructure projects, including railways, large wind 
farms, power stations, reservoirs, harbours, airports and sewage 
treatment works, as defined in the Planning Act 2008.

New Bridge Lane Access 
Improvements 

The Access Improvements along New Bridge Lane.

Proposed Development The whole of the development comprising the EfW CHP Facility, CHP 
Connection, Grid Connection, Water Connections, Access 
Improvements and Temporary Construction Compound and any other 
associated development included in Schedule 1 to the DCO.

Protective Provisions Provide rights to a stakeholder to protect their statutory interests.

Temporary Construction 
Compound (TCC)

The Temporary Construction Compound required to construct the 
Proposed Development. 

Walsoken District Network 
Operator (DNO) Substation

The DNOs existing substation located off Broadend Road.

Walsoken Substation The Applicant’s substation required for the Grid Connection.

Water Connections Proposed foul water connection from a point north of the Algores Way 
EfW CHP Facility access and a proposed potable water supply from an 
existing water main east of the A47 to run along an existing orchard/field 
and New Bridge Lane prior to entering the EfW CHP Facility. Both 
connections to be provided by the Applicant and/or Anglian Water.

Table A2 Abbreviations

Abbreviation Definition

AsPro Asset Protection team of Network Rail

CCC Cambridgeshire County Council

CHP Combined Heat and Power

CPCA Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority

DCO Development Consent Order

EfW Energy from Waste

ExA Examining Authority

FDC Fenland District Council

HDD Horizontal Direction Drilling

HoTs Heads of Terms 
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Abbreviation Definition

HWIDB Hundred of Wisbech Internal Drainage Board

LoD Limits of Deviation

MW Megawatt

PINS Planning Inspectorate

RAG Red, Amber, Green

SoS Secretary of State

SOCG Statement of Common Ground

TCC Temporary Construction Compound
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of Statement of Common Ground 
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) has been prepared between Medworth 

CHP Limited (‘the Applicant’) and Network Rail to set out the areas of agreement, 
areas under discussion and/or areas of disagreement between the parties in relation 
to the proposed Development Consent Order (DCO) Application for the Medworth 
CHP EfW Facility.

1.1.2 Network Rail is a statutory undertaker in relation to the DCO Application. They are 
responsible for the ownership, maintenance and development of railway 
infrastructure in England.

1.1.3 The preparation of a SOCG is encouraged by PINS. Advice Note 11: Working with 
public bodies in the infrastructure planning process, encourages a proactive 
approach to reaching agreement on the approach and the conclusions of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), and on the approach to consents, licences 
and authorisations.

1.1.4 This SOCG covers the following topics: 

General;

Draft DCO; and

Reopening of the disused March to Wisbech Railway.

1.1.5 It is the intention that this document will facilitate further discussions between the 
Applicant and Network Rail and will provide the Examining Authority (ExA) with a 
clear overview of the level of common ground between both parties. This document 
will be updated throughout the application process.

1.2 Approach to Statement of Common Ground 
1.2.1 The structure of this SOCG is as follows:

Section 2: The parties to the SOCG;

Section 3: Agreement on Common Ground;

Section 4: Summary.
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2. The parties to the Statement of Common 
Ground 

2.1 The Applicant and Party to the Statement of Common Ground
2.1.1 The parties to this SOCG are:

Medworth CHP Limited, the Applicant for the Proposed Development; and

Network Rail.

2.2 Role of Network Rail and Consultation
2.2.1 The Order limits of the Proposed Development include the disused March to 

Wisbech Railway infrastructure which crosses New Bridge Lane and runs along the 
north-west boundary of the EfW CHP Facility along the CHP Connection Corridor
(see Overview of the Proposed Development in Section 3.2). Network Rail own 
this disused Railway.

2.2.2 To introduce the Proposed Development and commence the Business and 
Technical Clearance process, the Applicant first contacted Network Rail in 
November 2019.

2.2.3 Post statutory consultation, in September 2021 the Applicant and Network Rail 
established a monthly progress meeting to recommence the Business and 
Technical Clearance process and commence discussions relating to Protective 
Provisions. 

2.2.4 To date, the Applicant has secured Business and Technical Clearance with Network 
Rail. 

2.2.5 Heads of Term for the CHP Connection along land owned by Network Rail have 
been agreed.

2.2.6 Heads of Term relating to the Access Improvements on New Bridge Lane have also 
been agreed and include provisions relating to a potential bridge or other form of 
crossing in the event that the March to Wisbech Railway is brought back into use in 
the future and to ensure access rights are granted for the benefit of the two 
properties located between the existing disused level crossing and the proposed 
new bollard on New Bridge Lane (being No 10 New Bridge Lane and agricultural 
land owned by Fenland District Council).

2.2.7 A Framework Agreement has been agreed with Network Rail and is in the process 
of being signed. 

2.2.8 The Applicant has included an agreed form of Protective Provisions for the benefit 
of Network Rail in Part 8 of Schedule 11 to the draft DCO (Volume 3.1) (submitted 
at Deadline 7)[-. 
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2.2.9 A summary of the pre-application consultation with Network Rail is set out in 
Appendix A. A summary of consultation with Network Rail following the submission 
of the DCO Application on 7 July 2022 is set out in Appendix B.
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2.3 Summary of Current Position
2.3.1 As set out in section 2.2 above, agreement has been reached with Network Rail on 

the terms of a Framework Agreement.

2.3.2 Agreement has also been reached on the Heads of Terms for the property 
agreements necessary for the CHP Connection and the Access Improvements. The 
Framework Agreement contains a contractual obligation on the Applicant and 
Network Rail to negotiate and enter into the property agreement based on the 
agreed Heads of Terms.

2.4 Status of the Statement of Common Ground
2.4.1 This is the final SOCG (Rev 3.0). The documents referred to in this version of the 

SOCG are those submitted with the DCO application and during examination and 
available on the Planning Inspectorate’s website.
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3. Agreement on Common Ground

3.1 Overview 
3.1.1 The following sections of this SOCG set out the level of agreement between the 

parties for each relevant topic. In order to easily identify whether a matter is ‘agreed’ 
or ‘not agreed’, a RAG within the ‘position’ column with red illustrating no agreement,
amber that agreement is yet to be reached and the matter is still under discussion, 
and green, agreement.

3.1.2 The following section of this SOCG summaries the level of agreement between 
Medworth CHP Ltd and Network Rail on all relevant matters.

3.2 General 

Application elements relating to Network Rail
3.2.1 The elements of the Proposed Development which may affect the interests of 

Network Rail are detailed in Schedule 1 Part 1 (Authorised Development) of the 
draft DCO (Volume 3.1) [REP6-004]. The specific works which affect the disused 
March to Wisbech Railway are:

Work Nos 3, 3A and 3B (CHP Connection)

Work No 4A (New Bridge Lane Access Improvements).

3.2.2 Network Rail is identified as a relevant statutory undertaker in the draft DCO. Part 
8 of Schedule 11 (Protective Provisions) of the draft DCO (Volume 3.1)
[submitted at Deadline 7] sets out the provisions for the protection of railway 
interests.

Overview of the Proposed Development  
3.2.3 The Proposed Development comprises the following key elements: 

The EfW CHP Facility Site;

CHP Connection;

Access Improvements;

Temporary Construction Compound (TCC);

Water Connections; and

Grid Connection (underground cable and Walsoken Substation).

3.2.4 A summary description of each Proposed Development element is provided below. 
A more detailed description is provided in Chapter 3: Description of the Proposed 
Development (Volume 6.2) [APP-030] of the ES. A list of terms and abbreviations 
can be found in Chapter: 1 Introduction, Appendix 1F Terms and Abbreviations
(Volume 6.4) [APP-068].
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EfW CHP Facility Site: A site of approximately 5.3ha located south-west of 
Wisbech, located within the administrative areas of Fenland District Council and 
Cambridgeshire County Council. The main buildings of the EfW CHP Facility 
would be located in the area to the north of the Hundred of Wisbech Internal 
Drainage Board (HWIDB) drain bisecting the site and would house many 
development elements including the tipping hall, waste bunkers, boiler house,
turbine hall, air cooled condenser, air pollution control building, chimneys and 
administration building. The gatehouse, weighbridges, 132kV switching 
compound and laydown maintenance area would be located in the southern 
section of the EfW CHP Facility Site. 

CHP Connection: The EfW CHP Facility would be designed to allow the export 
of steam and electricity from the facility to surrounding business users via 
dedicated pipelines and private wire cables located along the eastern edge of 
the disused March to Wisbech railway. Potential end users of the heat and power 
have been identified along the line of the railway. The pipeline and cables would 
be located on a raised, steel structure.

TCC: Located adjacent to the EfW CHP Facility Site, the compound would be 
used to support the construction of the Proposed Development. The compound 
would be in place for the duration of construction.

Access Improvements: includes access improvements on New Bridge Lane 
(road widening and site access) and Algores Way (relocation of site access 20m 
to the south).

Water Connections: A new water main connecting the EfW CHP Facility into the 
local network will run underground from the EfW CHP Facility Site along New 
Bridge Lane before crossing underneath the A47 (open cut trenching or 
horizontal directional drilling (HDD)) to join an existing Anglian Water main. An 
additional foul sewer connection is required to an existing pumping station 
operated by Anglian Water located to the north-east of the Algores Way site 
entrance and into the EfW CHP Facility Site. 

Grid Connection: This comprises a 132kV electrical connection using 
underground cables. The Grid Connection route begins at the 132kV switching 
compound in the EfW CHP Facility Site and runs underneath New Bridge Lane, 
before heading north within the verge of the A47 to the Walsoken Substation on 
Broadend Road. From this point the cable would be connected underground to 
the Walsoken DNO Substation.

3.2.5 The Proposed Development would be constructed in a manner consistent with that 
described within ES Chapter: 3 Description of the Proposed Development 
(Volume 6.2) [APP-030]. In summary:

Work would commence with the establishment of the TCC together with any pre-
commencement surveys and works to demolish existing structures and clear the 
EfW CHP Facility Site. The mobilisation and site set-up phase will last 
approximately 3-months.

Access Improvements on New Bridge Lane will commence and take place over 
a 6-month period.
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Civil works comprising earthworks, piling and later the creation of external 
hardstanding areas, concrete structures and steelwork framing, and the 
installation of the Water Connections will take place over a 34-month period.

Overlapping with the erection of the structures at the EfW CHP Facility Site, 
mechanical, electrical and plant installation would take place over a period of 24-
months followed by a 9-month period of commissioning and testing.

The construction of the CHP Connection and Grid Connection would follow a 
similar process of mobilisation, civils and commissioning. 

3.2.6 Following the completion of commissioning and testing, the TCC site accessed from 
Algores Way would be restored to its former condition. 

3.2.1 The Proposed Development is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
under Part 3, Section 14 of the Planning Act 2008 by virtue of the fact that the 
generating station is located in England and has a generating capacity of over 
50MW (see section 15(2) of the 2008 Act). It, therefore, requires an application to 
be submitted to the Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order (DCO). 
The DCO application has been submitted by Medworth CHP Ltd (the Applicant); a
wholly owned subsidiary of MVV Environment Ltd.

Table 3.1: Agreement Log: General 

ID Statement on which agreement is sought Position 
(RAG)

Commentary 

3.1.1 The summary of the Proposed 
Development provide in Section 3.2 above 
reflects Network Rail’s understanding of the 
Proposed Development and its potential 
impact on Network Rail’s apparatus and 
interests.

Green Agreed.

3.3 Draft DCO

Table 3.2: Agreement Log: Draft DCO

ID Statement on which agreement is 
sought

Position 
(RAG)

Commentary

3.2.1 The operative powers sought in the 
Articles in Draft DCO are acceptable to 
Network Rail provided that they are 
subject to the Protective Provisions.

Green Agreed.

3.2.2 The drafting of the requirements set out 
in Schedule 2 of the draft DCO (Volume
3.1) [REP6-004] are acceptable to 
Network Rail provided that they are 
subject to the Protective Provisions.

Green Agreed.
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ID Statement on which agreement is 
sought

Position 
(RAG)

Commentary

3.2.3 The wording of Part 8 of Schedule 11 of 
the draft DCO (Volume 3.1) [submitted 
at Deadline 7] appropriately protects the 
apparatus and interests of Network Rail 
and the parties agree that there will be no 
serious detriment to Network Rail’s 
undertaking draft DCO (Volume 3.1)
[REP6-004].

Green Agreed.

3.4 Reopening of the disused March to Wisbech Railway
3.4.1 The reopening of the disused March to Wisbech Railway is a proposal being 

explored by Network Rail and Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined 
Authority (CPCA) with the support of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) and 
Fenland District Council (FDC). Although there are currently no confirmed and 
funded plans for the reopening of the disused railway, the layout of the EfW CHP 
Facility Site has been designed so that from the Applicant's perspective the 
Proposed Development would not prevent the reopening of the disused March to 
Wisbech Railway. Network Rail has considered the appropriate mitigation measures 
that would enable co-existence of the two projects. 

3.4.2 Table 3.3 below records the agreement on key matters relating to the potential 
reopening of the disused March to Wisbech Railway.

Table 3.3: Agreement Log: Reopening of the disused March to Wisbech Railway

ID Statement on which agreement is 
sought

Position 
(RAG)

Commentary

3.3.1 The reopening of the disused March to 
Wisbech Railway remains under 
consideration and it has not yet been 
determined whether the proposed railway 
services would consist of a light rail, heavy 
rail or busway service (as of the date of this 
Statement).

Green Agreed.

3.3.2 Access Improvements (Work No 4A)
In the event that a light rail or busway 
service was taken forward, an at-grade 
crossing at New Bridge Lane for HGVs 
accessing the EfW CHP Facility Site would 
be a feasible option. 

The siting of the access road to the EfW 
CHP Facility Site from New Bridge Lane 
and adjacent landscaping area has been 
designed to accommodate a road bridge 
embankment, should the reopening of the 
March to Wisbech Railway require a 

Green Agreed. 

Business Clearance Certificate 
issued,dated17 July 2023.

Technical Clearance Certificate 
issued, dated 07 August 2023.
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ID Statement on which agreement is 
sought

Position 
(RAG)

Commentary

vehicle crossing in the form of a bridge. 
(described in Section 2.3.10 – 2.3.17, ES 
Chapter 2: Alternatives (Volume 6.2) 
[APP-029], and Section 3.4.82 – 3.4.86 
ES Chapter 3: Description of the 
Proposed Development (Volume 6.2) 
[APP-030].

Works to facilitate a future road bridge 
embankment do not form part of the 
Proposed Development.

3.3.3 CHP Connection (Work No 3, 3A and 3B)
The proposed CHP Connection (described 
in Sections 3.4.93 – 3.4.104 ES Chapter 3 
Description of the Development
(Volume 6.2) [APP-030], which runs along 
the disused March to Wisbech Railway has 
been appropriately designed so it would not 
prevent the reopening of the March to 
Wisbech Railway.

Green Agreed. 

Business Clearance Certificate 
issued, dated 17 July 2023.

Technical Clearance issued, dated 07 
August 2023.

3.3.4 The siting of the access road to the EfW 
CHP Facility Site from New Bridge Lane 
and adjacent landscaping area has been 
designed to accommodate a future railway 
sidings should the reopening of the March 
to Wisbech Railway come forward and 
delivery of waste by railway freight be 
feasible.

Works to facilitate a future railway sidings 
do not form part of the Proposed 
Development and have not been discussed 
in detail or agreed with Network Rail.

Green High level discussions between the 
Applicant and Network Rail on the 
potential use of the railway to deliver 
waste by freight took place in 
December 2021.

The agreed Heads of Term for the 
Access Improvements and the 
Framework Agreement include 
provisions to ensure that the 
Proposed Development will not
prevent the reopening of the March to 
Wisbech Railway in the future.

3.5 Compulsory acquisition and property matters
3.5.1 The draft DCO contains powers of compulsory acquisition over land owned by 

Network Rail. The Applicant intends to include a provision in the Protective 
Provisions contained in Part 8 of Schedule 11 to the draft DCO (Volume3.1)
[REP6-004] that would prohibit the use of compulsory acquisitions powers in respect 
of Network Rail’s land and interests without the prior consent of Network Rail. 
However, in order to ensure the deliverability of the Proposed Development, the 
Applicant can only agree to such a restriction on its compulsory acquisition powers 
if the parties enter into a voluntary agreement to grant the Applicant the land and 
rights necessary to deliver the Proposed Development.

3.5.2 The parties have agreed a form of private agreement to regulate the ongoing 
relationship between the parties and to make provision for entry into a voluntary 
agreement to grant the Applicant the land and rights necessary to deliver the 
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Proposed Development. Engrossments of the private agreement are being 
prepared, subject to final formal approvals and sign off from Network Rail. Once the 
private agreement has been completed, Network Rail will be able to withdraw its 
objection to the Proposed Development and will update the ExA accordingly.

Table 3.4: Agreement Log: Compulsory acquisition

ID Statement on which agreement is 
sought

Position 
(RAG)

Commentary

3.4.1 Network Rail does not object to the 
inclusion of compulsory acquisition of 
powers along New Bridge Lane, subject 
to the Protective Provisions.

Green Agreed.

The Protective Provisions ensure that 
the compulsory acquisition powers can 
only be exercised in respect of Network 
Rail’s property with Network Rail’s prior 
consent.

3.4.2 Network Rail does not object to the 
inclusion of compulsory acquisition of 
powers for the CHP Connection, subject 
to the Protective Provisions.

Green Agreed.

The Protective Provisions ensure that 
the compulsory acquisition powers can 
only be exercised in respect of Network 
Rail’s property with Network Rail’s prior 
consent.

Table 3.5: Agreement Log: Other Property Matters

ID Statement on which agreement is 
sought

Position 
(RAG)

Commentary

3.5.1 Permissive access for non-motorised 
users over Network Rail’s land on New 
Bridge Lane shall be retained as part of 
the Proposed Development.  

Green Agreed. 

3.5.2 In addition to access for the Proposed 
Development across the disused level 
crossing forming part of Network Rail’s 
land on New Bridge Lane, access rights 
shall be extended to 10 New Bridge Lane 
(Title Number: CB407068) and land 
adjacent to the east of the disused railway
currently owned by Fenland District 
Council (Title Number: CB360004).

Green Agreed. 
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4. Summary 

4.1.1 This SOCG has outlined the consultation that has taken place between the Applicant 
and Network Rail during the pre-application, pre-examination and examination
phases of the DCO process. The agreement presents the final position reached prior 
to the close of examination.
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